
Ash Wednesday 

Service 
 

Mission Statement 
 

“First Christian Church is a growing, community-minded 
congregation whose central part of worship is the                    

Lord’s Supper.  We will provide programs and facilities to 
enrich the spiritual and physical lives of our church family.   
We are dedicated to sharing Christ’s message with the saved 

and unsaved through personal witness and outreach.” 
 

 

February 17th, 2010 
 

 

Enter in Reverence 
 
 

Prayer      Doug Couch 
 
 
Hymn      Have Thine Own Way, Lord!   # 588 
          (1 & 2) 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday Scripture and Reflections 
 
Lamentations 3:19-23 

19The thought of my affliction and my homelessness is 
wormwood and gall!  20My soul continually thinks of it and is 

bowed down within me.  21But this I call to mind, and 
therefore I have hope:  22The steadfast love of the LORD 

never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; 23they are 
new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 

 

 

Reflection: 
The author of Lamentations spends most of his time 

complaining, both about the world’s afflictions and his own.  
One thought gives him or her peace:  the steadfast love of 
God.  The knowledge of God’s unshakable love, even in the 
midst of trouble, is finally the grease which makes the 
squeaky wheel of lamentation fall silent. 
 
 

Special Music  Jim Ashbrook 
 
 

ASHES 

Genesis 3:19c 
            19”…you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
 

Reflection: 
Ash Wednesday used to begin a season of 40 days of 

deadly serious penance.  It included a type of fasting far 
stricter than most diets today, embracing the absence of all 
life’s pleasures and enjoyments. 

There is evidence that marking the face or body with 
ashes began in Gaul in the 6th century and was at first 
confined to public penitents doing penance for grace and 
notorious sin, whom the clergy tried to comfort and 
encourage by submitting themselves to the same public 
humiliation.  For our spiritual ancestors, the people of 
Jewish and other Near Eastern cultures, wearing ashes was 
a sign of mourning and lamenting.  Ashes were usually 
associated with sackcloth, which was the clothing worn to 
mourn the death of a beloved or to lament a personal or 
communal disaster. 

Humans are the only species we know of who are 
capable of contemplating their own death.  Yet few of us 
do.  Ash Wednesday challenges us to reflect on our own 
death so that we can truly embrace life. 

The mark of ashes reminds us that only by a Christ-
like death can we experience the promise of Easter’s life. 



Responsive Reading 

Leader: We have ignored our own mortality and  
  thought ourselves equal to God. 

People: Forgive us, Oh God. 
 

Leader: We have ignored our brothers and sisters and 
  thought ourselves above them. 

People: Forgive us, Oh God. 
 

Leader: We have placed our own creations on equal  
  footing with the Father’s and have made them 
  into idols. 

People: Forgive us, Oh God. 
 

Leader: We have forgotten your sacrifice oh Lord, and 
  substituted for it a penance of human hands. 

People: Wretched people that we are who can save us
  now? 
 

Leader: Do not despair.  The Christ who died for you 
  once, died for you for all time.  He has  
  conquered the grave and sin.  Your sin, My sin, 
  OUR sin! 

All:  Thanks be to God and glory to Him forever! 
 

    
 

Service of Ash Wednesday 
The congregation will worshipfully come forward  
to participate in the service of Ash Wednesday 

as they are led to do so. 

 

 

Service of the Lord’s Supper 
 

 

 

Please observe silence until you have exited the sanctuary. 
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FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

1115 Highway 39 
P.O. Box 64 

Somerset, KY   42502 
(606) 678-5903 

 

Joe Altman: Senior Minister 
           Doug Couch:      Interim Pastor 
          Jim Ashbrook:    Minister of Music 
           Marcia Moser:    Organist 
           Celia Borges:     Pianist 
  

   Sundays 
            9:00 AM            9 Alive 
            9:30-9:45          Coffee Call 
            9:45 AM            Sunday School 
            10:45 AM           Blended Worship 
  

Wednesdays 
          10:00 AM           Community Bible Study 
            5:45 PM            Family Night Meal 
            6:30 PM            Bible Study  


